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Barley Lane Primary School 

MFL Policy 
 
We aim to Believe in Ourselves, Learn together, Persevere and Succeed.  In order to achieve this, 
and to achieve national standards for all of our children, we aim that our children: 
 

• Communicate clearly and respectfully 

• Have a good knowledge of the world and how history has impacted on this 

• Develop cultural appreciation through rich and valuable experiences 

• Show resilience, especially when faced with new situations 

 
Our curriculum is underpinned by our five core values: Compassion, Honesty, Respect, 
Responsibility and Resilience.  We aim to widen the life experiences for our children, with a 
particular focus on cultural and creative experiences.  It is our intention that we provide regular 
opportunities for our children to visit different places of interest, experience the work of different 
international artists and to visit museums and places within their locality.  These are designed to be 
memorable learning experiences which help to build character. 
 
Treating people equally does not necessarily involve treating them all the same. Our policies, 
procedures and activities must not discriminate but must nevertheless take account of differences 
of life-experience, outlook and background, and in the kinds of barrier and disadvantage which 
people may face, in relation to: 
 

• disability, so that reasonable adjustments are made 

• ethnicity, so that different cultural backgrounds and experiences of prejudice are recognised 

• gender, so that the different needs and experiences of girls and boys, and womenand men, are 

recognised 

• religion, belief or faith background 

• sexual identity 

 

Curriculum Intent 
 
“Language is the road map of culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they are 

going.” 
Rita Mae Brown 

 
At Barley Lane Primary School, we believe that the learning of a foreign language in primary school 
provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for all pupils. French is our chosen 
language. We have selected French as traditionally it has been the MFL language of choice across 
the local authority, and it is a language which many of our EAL pupils across a range of ethnicities 
and backgrounds are familiar with.   
  
Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future language 
learning. They develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and 
explore differences and similarities between the foreign language and English. Learning another 
language raises awareness of the multilingual and multi-cultural world and introduces an 
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international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and those 
of others. The learning of a foreign language provides a medium for cross-curricular links and for 
the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects.  
  
Learning French offers the children the opportunity to explore relationships between language and 
identity, by developing a deeper understanding of other cultures and the world around them with 
a better awareness of themselves, others and cultural differences. Increased capability in the use of 
languages promotes initiative and independent learning and encourages diversity within society.  
 
We aspire to expose our pupils to a broad and ambitious Modern Languages curriculum, which is 
rich in skills and knowledge, develops self-efficacy, kindles curiosity and promotes diversity and 
tolerance of other cultures. Our MFL curriculum will give pupils the opportunity to:  

• use language skills, receptively and productively, for communication in the real world, for 

practical purposes, for their immediate needs, interests and beyond and to express and justify 

opinions;  

• develop their confidence and autonomy to access new and unfamiliar language using decoding 

skills brought about by the explicit teaching of phonics and sound patterns;  

• work towards becoming a fluent and spontaneous speaker of the foreign language.  

  
We believe that children benefit from learning a foreign language from an early age; the earlier a 
child is exposed to the language, the easier and faster it is to achieve. Furthermore, the children also 
acquire awareness of other cultures, improved listening and reading skills, memorisation techniques 
and an increased confidence in oral communication and enjoyment. Skills for life, that children will 
use to succeed far beyond the classroom. We believe that our diverse, multicultural local community 
gives us strength and we have a part to play in the wider world  
  
 
Aims for the teaching of MFL 
 
Our aims of teaching MFL are for children to:  
  
• Foster an interest in learning another language.  
• Become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure differs from one     language 
to another.  
• Develop speaking and listening skills.  
• Gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement.  
• Explore and apply strategies to improve their learning.  
• Explore their own cultural identities and those of others.   
 
  
Cross- curricular Links   
  
Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and 
understanding developed in other curriculum areas. These opportunities can be exploited through 
aspects of English: Development of speaking and listening skills, knowledge and understanding of 
grammar and sentence construction. Opportunities to compare the foreign language with English 
or another language can be exploited through use of the new alphabet, phonemes, rhyming 
patterns, sound/ spelling links, dictionary work, formation of structures (e.g. singular/ plural, 
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gender, negatives, question forms, position of adjectives, imperatives), intonation, dialogues, 
poetry, different text types and formation of complex sentences.  
 
To promote an active learning of languages a range of teaching methods are implemented to ensure 
that the children are developing their linguistic skills through listening, speaking, reading and writing 
in order to be secondary ready. Activities can consist of actions, rhymes, stories, song, drama, 
grammar focus, video clips, air writing, sentence structure, dictionary work, book making and many 
more creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skill 
 
 

Curriculum Implementation 
 
We have a specialist French teacher at Barley Lane Primary School, who teaches French in all classes 
from Year 2 to Year 6. This take place during PPA time. We use a variety of teaching and learning 
styles in our MFL lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding. Children have the opportunity to support their work with a variety of resources. We 
aim for a balance of whole class, group and independent learning. Wherever possible we encourage 
children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum; ICT, PE and Music, for 
example, are particularly appropriate for cross-curricular teaching. In all classes, children have a 
wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.   
  
MFL is a highly inclusive subject, however, and despite our principal aim of developing children’s 
knowledge, skills, and understanding, the initial focus will be on enjoyment. At our school, we teach 
MFL to all KS2 children (and currently to Year 2), whatever their ability and individual needs. MFL 
forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our MFL teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good 
progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those 
with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional 
language (EAL), and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 
 Our medium-term plans, give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans 
define what we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each 
term.  
 

Curriculum Impact 
 
We use on-going formative processes to assess the children’s progress in this subject. We use end 
of unit summative assessments to monitor the pupils progress. Older children are encouraged to 
make judgements about how they can improve their own and each other’s work. A brief comment 
about the children’s learning in French is included in their annual reports to parents.  
 
 

Other linked policies 
Curriculum Policy 
Teaching & Learning Policy 
Assessment and Feedback Policy 
Marking Policy 


