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• Without the right support, children with challenges in talking and 
understanding the world face huge hurdles in learning to read, write, 
as well as in other subjects. They will also face difficulties in making 
friends, staying in good mental health and in future getting and 
holding down jobs.

• Children who struggle to talk and understand words are:
6 times more likely to fail English tests at age 11
11 times less likely to pass maths
Twice as likely to have a mental health problem
Twice as likely to be unemployed as an adult

• Supporting children with speech and language challenges should be 
as much as a priority as literacy and numeracy.

1.7 million young futures Oct 2022 speechandlanguage.org.uk
Listening to unheard children 2023



What is contributing to 
children’s limited 

language and 
vocabulary? 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How shall we approach vocabulary?
Systematic review by Educational
Endowment Foundation:
to improve spoken vocabulary, it should
be ‘related to current content being
studied in school, and when they involve
active and meaningful use of any new
vocabulary.’ (2019)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vocabulary is important
‘The correlation between vocabulary
size and life chances is as firm as any
correlation in educational research.
Vocabulary is important because it
embodies and communicates concepts.’
Ofsted, 2019



What are we 
currently 
doing to 
support 
children's 
vocabulary?

• Word of the week
• Vocabulary on display
• Spelling work
• Reading and story time
• Wizard words fortnightly, in assemblies, in 

newsletter and displayed 
• Speech and language interventions- colourful

semantics
• Structured talk- talk partners, role play, hot seating
• Providing practical experiences
• Use of quality texts
• Phonics
• Clubs
• Reviewing new vocabulary on a regular basis 



Our whole 
school 
approach-
What is word 
aware? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vocabulary within the curriculum
‘Pupils’ acquisition and command of
vocabulary are key to their learning and
progress across the whole curriculum.
Teachers should therefore develop
vocabulary actively, building
systematically on pupils’ current
knowledge.’
National curriculum in England: complete framework for key stages 1 to 4 - for teaching 1
September 2014 to 31 August 2015

Step 1: Get excited about words Staff activities Celebrate words • Whole school • Class based Play word games



Word aware

STAR approach
• Select
• Teach
• Activate
• Review
Modified from Blachowicz and Fisher (2015)

STAR Topic: any subject with a prescribed 
vocabulary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Getting excited about words is key to your teaching 



Word aware: 
STAR SELECT
Tier 1 Anchor 
Tier 2 Goldilocks
Tier 3 Step on

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SELECT 
See your topic grids - Selecting Topic words – read the text, vocabulary lists • Identify key vocabulary • Sort the words into Anchor, Goldilocks and Step on categories 3 minutes. 



Word aware grids in class
Year 1- spring term –
Are humans more dangerous than animals? 



Vocabulary game
Articulate

Select a card, do not show it to your partner or team.
Describe what is written on your card without saying the 
word.



Vocabulary game 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GB





Read new 
words

Write new 
words

Improve 
vocabulary 

Synonyms 



Summer Term 2024 – Vocabulary Day
• Vocabulary Day will be on Friday 7th June

• Children and staff to dress up as their favourite word and be able to discuss it -
information will be sent home for parents and carers to support their children. 
A great opportunity to get creative!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
AB
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