
 

 

2nd December 2022                    
    

Dear Key Stage 2 Parents &Carers,  
 
Barley Lane Primary school takes Online Safety very seriously. We regularly discuss internet safety 
with the children to raise their awareness and provide them with information on how to conduct 
themselves in a range of online contexts. We have an Online Safety tab on our website and we aim to 
keep you updated with current issues via our newsletter. With this in mind, we would like to share 
with you the following information.  
  
Online gaming 
It has come to our attention that some of our KS2 children have been playing a 
game called ‘Fortnite’. Fortnite has an ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating 
Board) rating of T, which stands for Teen, and PEGI (Pan European Game Information) rating of 12. 
While the game looks colourful and pleasant with cartoonish graphics, the aim of the game is to kill 
other players and be the last one standing. It contains frequent scenes of violence. It can be played 
against players of different ages from across the world. These ratings only consider the content in 
the game and not the contact element, where players may be exposed to swearing and offensive 
language from strangers, either through audio or on-screen text chat.  
 
The website saferinternet.org has lots of useful information which you might find helpful when 
overseeing your child’s use of the internet.  We cannot emphasise enough the importance of being 
vigilant when your children are online. Children sometimes feel frustrated and angry due to the 
competitiveness of the game, and schools are noticing an increase in the number of children who are 
playing the games late into the evening. More worryingly, there is an element of peer pressure to play 
these games, and children in one class have been organising ‘Fortnite parties’ where classmates 
connect online at certain times to play together.  
 
Social Media  
The age at which a young person can have a WhatsApp account is 16 years old. Most other social 
media applications have an age rating of 13: YouTube, TikTok, Twitch, Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, 
Twitter. Children must be 13 before they can have accounts. Please click here for more information. 

No child at Barley Lane Primary School should legally be part of WhatsApp groups or have any of 
the above social media accounts. 

 
If families are choosing to ignore these age limits, it becomes increasingly hard for us as a school to 
protect young children from the adverse effects of social media and prevent cyber bullying. It is 
therefore essential that we work together in partnership as parents, carers and as a school to support 
our children in the digital world.  We ask you to frequently check your children’s mobile devices use 
and consider carefully their social media platforms. If you have any further queries or questions about 
this or any other online safety issues, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Henry   
Headteacher 

http://www.barleylane.redbridge.sch.uk/parents/online-safety-2/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides

